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AFFAIRS OF THE PENITENTIARY. 


The Joint Committee appointed by the Legislature for the purpose of 
investigating the affairs of the Penitentiary, A submit the 
following report : 

After a careful examination made upon the PA by a majority of 
the Committee, of work already performed, materials on hand, the books 
of the office, and the conduct of the Superintendent in the management 
of convicts, and oversight of the work : 

And also, after having closely examined a number of witnesses, sum- 
moned before your Committee at the instance of irresponsible parties, - 
as we have learned, for the purpose of proving incompetency and mis- 
management on the part of the Board of Directors, and misconduct and 
fraud on the part of the Superintendent appointed by said Board of 
Directors: 

Your Committee has no hesitancy in saying that there is no cause for 
believing that there has been any misconduct on the part of said Board 
of Directors or the said Superintendent, and that the said Board of Di- 
rectors and Superintendent have constantly endeavored to seek and 
serve the best interests of the State. 

Your Committee is of opinion, however, that the said Board of Di- 
rectors and Superintendent have made some mistakes and miscalcula- 
tions, but probably no more than might be expected in such an under- 
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taking. The Superintendent appears to be particularly well qualified 
to perform his various duties in controlling and directing the convicts 
so as to make them both comfortable and profitable, as well as in super- 
intending the work being done. The work, so far as completed, ia of a 
most enduring character. The design is both elegant and magnificent, 
and when completed will certaniiy be one of the most perfect in our 
country. 

Your Committee is of opinion that the best interests of the State de- 
mand that a liberal appropriation be made during this scosion of the 
Legislature, for the prosecution of the work the coming season. 

Respectfully submitted, 


Wm. B. Ziny, - 
Chairman Senate. 
W. H. STEERE, 


Chairman House. 


MINORITY REPORT ` 


OF THE 


JOINT COMMITTEE 


APPOINTED TO INVESTIGATE THE 


AFFAIRS OF THE PENITENTIARY. 


WHEREAS, A majority of your Committee, appointed to investigate 
matters pertaining to the Penitentiary, saw fit to make their report, 
based solely upon the evidence of employees and contractors in and 
around the Penitentiary; and whereas, it was the conduct of these very 
witnesses which we were authorized to investigate, therefore, we beg 
leave to submit this as our Minority Report: 

1. There has been no investigation of the books, papers and contracts 
appertaining to the enormous expenditures of the public money appro- 
priated for that building. z j i 

2. The examination of the most important witnesses were perempto- 
rily prohibited; and notwithstanding some of these witnesses were 
present, they were not allowed to be sworn. l 

8. Other responsible names were read before that Committee, with a 
request coming from good authority, asking that they be sammoned in 
| behalf of the State, but the Committee paid no attention to this request, 
and the witnesses were not brought before them. ~ 

4. As far as the testimony of disinterested witnesses went, it appeared 
that soft nnd crumbling stone had occasionally been used in the prison 
walls, and that the job was not done in a substantial and mechanical 
manner; and Mr. McGhan (an old and experienced stone mason) swore 
that the present Superintendent, Mr. G. S. McFadden, was not compe- 
tent to superintend the mechanical part of that job. 
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5: A majority of the Committee has not visited the Penitentiary at 
any one time, as their report indicates. 

6. It was clearly proven-that the Directors entered into a contract 
for the delivery of 1,000 perch of stone at from $12 25 to $16 50 per 
perch, for the sake of getting these stone in the winter of 1866; but 
this contract was not fulfilled until the following summer; yet this 
fabulous price was allowed, and it appeared from the testimony that 
from $5 to $6 per perch would have been a fair price for the stone at 
the time they were delivered. Hence we see a loss to the State, in this 
one contract, of from $5,000-to $7,000. 

7. It was proven by several teamsters that the convicts received and 
measured the most of the stone, and that the teamsters paid them from 
$25 to $40 per month for measuring and reporting the measurement of 
the stone to G. S. McFadden, the Superintendent. 

In consideration of the above facts, elicited from only a partial exam- 
ination, we ask that this House order a further and more thorough 
investigation, and that this or some other Committee be authorized to 
employ one or more disinterested storie masons to go and examine and 
measure the work and make their report to said Committee, and that a 
good book-keeper be likewise employed to examine the books, papers, 
&e., and make a report to said Committee, and that the said Committee 
be authorized to report, as soon as convenient, tothe extra session of 
the Legislature. 

In the meantime, this examination should not prohibit an appropria- 
tion, for we plainly see the absolute necessity of the work progressing 
as rapidly ag possible. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
O. G. CHASE, 
Member of Committee, 


